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Eruption dates
Deciduous (baby) teeth

A baby’s first tooth usually erupts (appears) around 6 months of age. However, this can
vary for each individual. By around three years of age, a child should have a full set of 20

baby teeth.

Children usually lose all their baby teeth between 6 to 12 years of age. Gradually the teeth
become loose in the gum and fall out. The teeth usually fall out in the same order in which

they appear.

The diagram below is a general guide to when the baby teeth appear and fall out.
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Tooth Erupts Tooth Lost
11 months 6-9 years

12 months 6-11 years
19-20 months 9-11 years
16 months 9-13'2 years

27-29 months 9-14 years

Tooth Erupts Tooth Lost
26-28 months 9-15 years
16-17 months 812 - 13 years
19-21 months 8-13 years
14-15 months 6-10 years
8-9 months 5-8 years

Children need baby teeth to eat, talk clearly, give shape to jaws and face, keep space
for permanent (adult) teeth and to smile.

Source: Woodroffe S, Mihailidis S, Hughes T, Brockmann M, Seow WK, Gotjamanos T, Townsend G. Primary Tooth
Emergence in Australian Children : Timing, Sequence and Patterns of Asymmetry. Aust Dent J 2010; 55 : 245 -251
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Eruption dates
Permanent (adult) teeth

The first permanent tooth usually appears around 6 years of age, behind the last baby
molar. At about the same time, the lower front baby teeth become loose. All baby teeth are
usually replaced by 12-14 years of age.

As children grow, so do their mouths and by the time they are adults there is usually space
for 32 permanent teeth.

The last permanent teeth to come through the gums are the four large chewing teeth at the
very back, one on each side, top and bottom. These teeth are called ‘wisdom’ teeth
because they come through the gums some time between the age of 16 and 30 years. Not
everyone has wisdom teeth.

The diagram below is a general guide to when adult teeth appear and will vary for
each individual.
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Source: Diamanti J, Townsend GC. New Standards for Permanent tooth emergence in Australian Children. Aust Den J 2003; 48:(1):39-42

Would you like more information or to provide feedback? Any images used in this document are for illustrative purposes

only, as they are only offered as a general guide.
This document can be made available in alternative formats such as braille, audio tape or electronically on request. Y Y Y 9 9

Communications Officer, Dental Health Services WER
’ 08) 9313 0555 sV
Locked Bag 15, Bentley Delivery Centre, WA 6983 @ (08) CopeN #edé%
Health information for g/ Western Australians

@ publications@dental.health.wa.gov.au www.dental.wa.gov.au

© 2020 Dental Health Services WA. Al rights reserved.

V 04/22

1S152



